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PUCKETT’S KICKS OFF WINTER COAT DRIVE

Franklin Locals Urged to Donate New and Slightly Used Coats at Puckett’s 

NASHVILLE, TN (December 14, 2010) – To help locals in need this holiday season, Puckett’s Grocery & Restaurant, in conjunction with BeaconArtistLounge.com, is hosting a winter coat drive at their Franklin store.  The restaurant will serve as a coat drop off location December 18th through the 24th.
Slightly used and/or new coats for men, women, and children can be dropped off at Puckett’s during these dates, and will be distributed to the homeless and those in need in the Williamson County area. With the help of Mid-Cumberland Community Action Agency and The Boys and Girls Club of Middle Tennessee, the drive’s goal is to have at least 100 coats donated.
Since 1971, Mid-Cumberland has helped low-income residents of seven Middle Tennessee counties become self-sufficient. Kreda Yokley, Executive Director of the organization, says this drive is an enormous blessing that comes during a time when many need it the most. "Many people in Middle Tennessee, including many children, lack warm coats to get them through the cold winter months.  We hope this drive will inspire the residents of Franklin to help those in need this Christmas.”

Tim O’Connor, co-founder of BeaconArtistLounge.com, an online Christian arts community, says it was a recent visit to Mid-Cumberland that inspired him to approach Puckett’s about the possibility of hosting the coat drive.  '"During a recent visit to the organization, I was taken back to see how great the need was – right here in Williamson County.  Not only was the waiting room full of people needing food, clothing and financial assistance, but many of those in need were single mothers and their children. I knew there must be something we could do to help.”

Anyone interested in donating a coat can visit Puckett’s website, www.puckettsgrocery.com for hours of operation, or call (615) 794.5527.  
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###
ABOUT PUCKETT'S GROCERY & RESTAURANT

Founded by the Puckett family in the 1950s, Puckett's has served as a country store to several communities in Williamson County. Andy Marshall bought the Leiper's Fork Puckett's Grocery in 1998. In 2002, Puckett's branched out to start a formal dinner and music program. With all of the talented writers in and around town, the Friday night writers' show grew fast with people coming from all over to hear some of the finest that the industry has to offer in a cool, eclectic environment. Shortly after that, another opportunity opened up to expand Puckett's to Marshall's hometown and first love for community, in Historic Downtown Franklin. 

Rob Robinson and his family now own the Leiper's Fork location, while the Marshall family expanded to the Downtown Nashville community November 2010.

